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     Welcome to English 9. In this course you will read classic literature by Sandra Cisneros, John Steinbeck, William Shakespeare, and stories by other favorite authors. The readings are supported by articles, poems, and speeches by a variety of well-known and not-so-famous scribes. Some materials will be read in class, and others, such as those in The Language of Literature anthology (LOLA) will be assigned as homework.

     Writing is an essential component of this class, and you will do plenty of it. In tandem with studying a diverse selection of styles, you will compose essays, poems, and speeches to develop your own individual technique. We will analyze figurative language and complex sentence structure as mandated by the English-Language Arts Content Standards for California Public Schools, which will serve to strengthen your writing skills in preparation for a college career as well as the California High School Exit Exam that you will take in your sophomore year.

     Vocabulary is another important piece of the English curriculum. You will study and be quizzed on words selected from tutorial materials for the SAT exam . We will also investigate modern terminology derived from Shakespearean literature and Greek mythology. The intent is not only to master many new words for testing purposes, but to enhance your thoughts, speech, and writing with expressive language.

     Class work, homework, writings, and tests are calculated on a point system. These four categories carry equal weight, with the addition of a semester final exam that is worth approximately 10% of total semester grade. Percentages are measured on a traditional scale:
  
90-100% = A


 
80-89% = B
 

70-79% = C


60-  69% = D



<59%    = F
You can get a (+) or (-) attached to a letter grade to encourage a little extra effort from you. Missing assignments will negatively impact your grade; therefore it is important that you turn in all work on time. Late or incomplete work (this includes typed papers) will not earn credit. If you are absent, the missed assignments are due the day following your return. If you are going to be absent for more than one day, please have someone collect your work so you do not fall behind. You can see what you missed in class by viewing the Assignments page on our wiki at www.nuviewbridge.org. Keep in mind that some in-class assignments are interactive and require your participation, and thus cannot be made up. This should not be detrimental to your grade unless you have a high rate of absenteeism.

     Because you have many heavy textbooks, you may keep LOLA at home. In return, please bring these materials to class every day:

· AVID binder and homework calendar

· blue/black/red pens and highlighters

· 3” X 5” index cards

· USB drive 
     My rules revolve around the belief that each individual needs to respect everyone and everything in the room. Students who interfere with the learning environment will be penalized. Objects such as cell phones, music players, toiletries, and food will be confiscated. Because you are enrolled in an early college program, I expect a high level of responsibility, effort, and maturity from my students.

     Your first homework assignment is to share this correspondence with your guardian, sign it, and return it tomorrow for credit. If your family desires more information or has a concern, please contact me at 928-8498 or at shansen@nuview.k12.ca.us.
Student Name (print & sign) ____________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature ______________________________________________________________

